
April 15, 2017  

  

STOP BELL HELICOPTER TRAINING FLIGHTS OVER OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 

Bell Helicopter, a Textron Company, operates an international flight school to train pilots from all over 
the world to fly their helicopters.  As a cost cutting measure in 2015, Bell moved their classroom and 
storage facility from Alliance Airport to Hurst. Because of their decision, Bell now flies as many as fifty 
flights a day overt Hurst, Watauga, Keller, North Richland Hills, Bedford, Elizabethtown, Roanoke, 
Justin and parts of Westlake.  

FLIGHTS ARE UNNECESSARILY DANGEROUS 

It is not uncommon for helicopters to have engine or rotor failure.  Bell helicopters have been involved 
in  accidents, some of which were fatal crashes.  Their new training flight paths are consistently at 
altitudes of 500-1000 feet above very congested areas of homes, schools and parks.  There would be 
little room to maneuver or safely land if there were mechanical failure. 

FLIGHTS ARE HAZARDOUS TO HUMAN HEALTH 

People living and working under this constant noise pollution have reported increased stress levels, 
increased blood pressure, hearing loss, learning disorders, depression, headaches and sleep disruption.   

NOISE AND DANGER NEGATIVELY IMPACT PROPERTY VALUES 

Many families and businesses have moved as a result of the noise.  When selling a property, noise 
pollution should be disclosed.  Noise can have a major impact on the marketability and value of a 
property. 

PURPOSE OF THIS PETITION 

In a recent public statement Bell Helicopter claims to be sensitive to the noise impact on 
homeowners, however, their official position is that they do not anticipate a flight path 
change at this time.  Bell Helicopter has options other than training along Highway 377 and 
Rufe Snow Drive.  They have chosen not to pursue those options. 

The first purpose of this petition is to ask Bell Helicopter, a Textron company, to voluntarily 
stop flying over our homes, schools, nursing homes and parks.   
The second purpose is as a means to alert our state and federal legislators about this situation 
in hopes of convincing Bell Helicopter to discontinue their training over our formerly 
peaceful, safe and quiet communities. 
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